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to be falen with regard to the Slave- Trade, in conſe- 
quence of the I formation received from the Agent A 1 
Iſland, of the Proceedings had in the H, ouſe of Commons | q 


HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 


Tnunspav the roth Day of December, 1589. 


ORDERED, 


T HAT the Committee of Correſpondence do 
zranſmit to the Agent by the next Pacquet, the Report 


made by the Chairman of the Committee appointed to join a 


Committee of the Council in a Free Conference, to enquire 


into, and to report their Opinion what Steps are neceſſary 


during the laft $ N on of Parliament, in reſpec? of the ſaid 5 il 
Trade ; ; together with the Reſolutions annexed, as al the 


. 3 _ 


above Reſolutions and Remonſtrance : : And that be be 


directed 70 cauſe the ſame zo be printed, and Copies therof — 
ſent to each Member of both Houſes of Parliament indi- 
vidually z z and that he do like wiſe Publ jo the ſaid * 
lutions throughout the Kingdom. 5 


—— 


(True Extract) 
GEO. FRENCH, 
Clerk to the Aſſembly; 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
: Jovi 87 3* ths Deceimbris, 1789. | 0 


| M R. MURRAY reported as follows: 


MR. SPEAKER; 


Your Committee, appointed to meet a Committee of the Council 


ina Free Conference, to enquire into, and to report to the Houſe their 
opinion, what ſteps are. neceſſary to be taken with regard/to the Slave- 
Prade, in conſequence: of the information received from the Agent 


of this Ifland, the procecedings had in the Houſe of Commons during 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, in reſpect to the faid Trade; have accord- 
ingly met, and have taken the Exaininations of ſeveral Perſons, and 


bave agreed to the following Reſolutions. 


 RESOLYFED, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
the ſuppreflion, either direct or virtual, of the Slave Trade, by the 
Britiſh nation only (other nations continuing the trade as uſual) would 


not promote the purpoſes of humanity, either in reſpect of the Negroes | 


which are annually brought to the African markets for fale, .or in 


regard to the Negroes at preſent in a ſtate of flavery in this and the 


reſt of the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt Indies. The effect in Africa 
of a partial abolition, would be this, that the purchaſers from Europe 
being fewer in number, would have a greater choice of Slaves, equal to 


the whole demand of the Britiſh merchants at preſent, which is ſtated 
at 38,000 annually ; whereby prime Slaves only would be ſaleable, 


and the aged and infirm: (many of whom are now purchaſed of ne- 


ceſſity) being rejected in greater numbers than formerly, the horrid. 
practice, which has long exiſted among the Slave Merchants on the 
Coaſt, of putting to death ſuch of their captives as are brought to 
market and rejected by the Europeans, would be more prevalent than 
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ever. In the Britiſh Weſt Indies, the effe& (however lightly felt at 

firſt) muſt neceſſarily, in the courſe of a few years, from an unavoidable 
decreaſe, conſequent on the preſent inequality of the ſexes, have this 
operation, that the labour which is now performed by a given number 
of Negroes, muſt either be performed by a leſs number, or the Planter 
muſt contra& the limits of his plantation, and diminiſh his produce. 
Thus, immediate intereſt, and in many caſes urgent diſtreſs from 


the importunity of creditors, will be ſet in oppoſition to the princi- 
ples of juſtice and the dictates of humanity. + #715 


RESOLFYED, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 


to condemn the Slave-Trade, as peculiarly deſtructive to Britiſh: Sea- 
men (the contrary whereof is proved by the evidence of Vice Admiral 
Edwards, before the Privy Council) and to adduce in proof thereof, 


the loſſes ſuſtained on certain unhealthy parts of the Coaſt, without 


taking into the account the loſſes ſuſtained in other branches of 
the African commerce; ſuch as the wood and ivory trades, where the 


mortality principally occurs, and the increaſe of ſeamen from ſuch 
other parts of the Britiſh navigation as are principally dependant on 


the African commerce; is partial and unjuſt, Among . theſe branches 


may be reckoned the Weſt India and Lumber Trades; and above all, 
thoſe great nurſeries for ſeamen, the Iriſh, Britiſh, Britiſh- American, 
and Newfoundland Fiſheries, the conſumption of herrings and ſalted 


| fiſh by the Negroes being immenſe. We have likewiſe reaſon to be- 


lieve, that fince the late regulating act, the mortality of Britiſh ſeamen 


. in the Slave-Trade has decreaſed nearly one half. 


DE Ee Tos = 3555 

RE SO LV E D, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
the loſs of Negroes, which is ſometimes ſuſtained in the voyages from 
Africa, as well as in the harbours of this iſland between the days of 
arrival and fale, and which is ſtated to happen from the mode of 
tranſporting them from the Coaſt, being a remediable grievance, affords 
no argument for a total ſuppreſſion of the Slave- Trade. 


RESOLFED, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
no juſt eſtimate can be formed of the effects which the regulating act 
of the Britiſh Parliament, paſſed in 1788, will ultimately produce 
in reſpect of the loſs of Slaves in the middle paſſage ; inaſmuch as it 
appears from a return of Negroes, purchaſed on the Coaſt of = 


© 4 


Ty 


. 1 


by ſhips that have entered in the port of Kingſton ſince. the firſt of 


January laſt, that out of 2,099 Slaves, purchaſed on the Gold Coaſt, 


2,042 have been fold in this Iſland, a loſs of only two and three 
fourths per cent.; but that out of 2,550 Slaves purchaſed in the 
Bite of Benin, only 1,642 have been ſold; a loſs amounting to thirty- 
five and three-eighths per cent, and unknown before any regulation 
took place. Two veſſels have fince arrived from the ſame Coaſt, the 
Ann and the Vulture: theſe veſſels purchaſed 785 Slaves, of whom 


only 14 have died; a loſs not exceeding one and three-ſevenths per 
cent. This amazing difference, as appears by the evidence taken on 


oath, is partly to be attributed to the ſmall-pox, which raged in ſome 


of the ſhips, and the meazles and flux which broke out in others. The 


loſs by the flux was chiefly occaſioned by the uſe of unripe yams, for 


. RESOLFED, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
the number of Slaves at preſent in this Iſland is about 250,000; of 
which, according to the beſt enquiries that can be made concerning 


the proportion of the ſexes, there are 140,000 males and 110,000 fe- 
males. It follows, therefore, that if future importations from Africa 


be diſcontinued, there will unavoidably enſue, from the diſproportion 
of the ſexes alone, a very great reduction from the preſent number of 
our Slaves, before any augmentation can be expected from natural in- 


creaſe by generation: a diminution which mult not only preclude all 


attempts at the turther improvement of our unſettled lands, but like- 
wiſe occaſion a proportionable decreaſe in the preſent cultivation; it 


being an undoubted fact, that almoſt all the plantations already fettled : 


* 


are much under-handed. 


VI. 15 


RESO LVE D, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That it ; 
is abſolutely impoſſible to cultivate the Welt India Iſlands, ſo as to pro- 


duce any commodities that would enrich the Mother Country, by White 
labourers. Fatal experience demonſtrates the fallacy of ſuch an expec- 


tation. In the year 1749, the legiſlature of this Iſland paſled a law, 


holding out great encouragement for the introduction of White fami- 
lies into this Colony; which proved ineffectual, very few families hav- 
ing come in conſequence thereof; and of thoſe that came, not a veſtige 
is left. The French Miniſtry, in 1763, attempted to ſettle 2 colony, 
by means of White labourers, at Cayenne, on the coaſt of America: 
twelve ' thouſand miſerable people were the victims of this 1 8 
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Q ſcheme. · If farther inſtances are wantin * to > prove that Europeans 

cannot withſtand the climate when expoſed to the ſun and the rains, 
recourſe may be had to the accounts of the ſiege of Carthagena; the ex- 
118 | pedition to Cumberland Harbour; the ſiege of the Havanna; the returns 
Hg | of the regiments that came out under the command of General Garth in 
ny 1779 and IEF and the a to Fort WU Jour on the 0 
1 Main. 


=_ - RESOLFED, It is opinion of the Joint Committee, That, ac 
e cording to the beſt eſtimate which can be formed, this Ifland may be 
ſtated to contain four millions and eighty thouſand acres of land, of 
which not more than one fourth part, or about one million of acres, is 
at preſent in actual cultivation; and although a conſiderable part of the 
country, conſiſting of high mountains and rugged precipices, is inca- 
1 pable of improvement, yet it may be preſumed, that no part of the 
—_  - lands, which are actually patented, falls within that deſcription ; in- 
aſmuch as the owners thereof pay a quit-rent to the Crown for holding 
the fame; which quit-rent, and the arrears thereof collected ſince 
'Chritknas laſt, amount to the ſum of . 27,000 or thereabouts, ex- 
cluſive of fe 13,000 now in a train of ſettlement. 


5 VIII. 
R E SO x VE D, It is the opinion of the Joint e Committee, That it 
appears from the offices of the Clerk of the Patents and Receiver- 
General, that there are at this time patented in this Ifland, or taken up 
by grants from the Crown, 1 1,907,589 acres of land; Bom which the 
quantity in actual cultivation being deducted, there will remain, with 
every allowance for unproductive territory, 900,000 acres of cultivatable 
11 land yet unſettled; the whole of which, if the Slave-Trade be aboliſhed, 
11 . muſt become an abſolute burthen and incumbrance on its preſent pro- 
| prietors, who will in ſuch caſe be entitled as of right, and on the 
principles of natural juſtice, to the liberty of ſurrendering the fame 
SE back to the Crown, and receiving full compenſation for the capitals 
therein veſted, and all quit-rents paid on account thereof. The faid 
land, valued only at J. 3 currency per acre, is worth J. 2,700,000 
currency, equal to . 1,928,500 ſterling. e : 
IX. 
RESOLF E D, It! is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
1 the Planters and Proprietors of Negroes in this Ifland will in like 
= manner be entitled to compenſation for the diminution which mult ne- 
1 ceſſarily enſue 1 in 1 the number of our Slaves, ſhould all further im por- 
= | | — tations 
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tations be diſcontinued by authority of Parliament; the preſent diſpro- 
portion between the ſexes having ariſen from cauſes which are not 
imputable to us. With the reduction of our Slaves will likewiſe, 
unavoidably, happen a proportionate decreaſe in the value of our 

lands, buildings, and produce: for which, and all other loſſes conſe- 

quent on a change in the preſent ſyſtem, it is the opinion of the Joint 
Committee, that the inhabitants of this, and the reſt of His Majeſty's 
Sugar Colonies, are fairly and juſtly entitled to compenſation ; the ſaid 
Colonies having been originally ſettled under the moſt ſacred compacts 
with the Mother Country, ſanctioned by royal charters and proclama- 
tions, as well as by a ſucceſſion of acts of Parliament, authorizing and 
encouraging the Slave-Trade ; particularly by the charters granted in 
1662 and 1674 by King Charles II. which eſtabliſhed a Royal African 
Company, the laſt of which was granted in conſequence of an addreſs 
from both houſes of Parliament; and by the acts of the gth and 1oth 
of William III. a period when the principles of civil liberty were mi- 


nutely inveſtigated, well underſtood, and freely aſſerted; and, more 


recently, by the act of the 243d of George II. which recites the uſe- 
fulneſs and. abſolute neceſſity of the African Trade. Our claim of 
compenſation is founded in, and ſupported by, not only the rules of 
natural as well as moral juſtice, but by the expectations we are war- 
ranted to entertain from the examples of compenſation. made by Parlia- 
ment to the Royal African Company, for the reſumption of their lands, 
forts, &c. &c. (ſee ſat. 25 Geo. II. c. 40) in 1752, and to the Britiſh 
merchants and owners of ſhips engaged in the African Trade, for loſſes 
| ſuſtained by them, in conſequence of the act for regulating the ſhipping 
and carrying Slaves in Britiſh veſſels from the Coaſt of Africa, paſ- 
ſed the laſt ſeſſion of the Britith Parliament: And it is our opinion, 
that before any further meaſures towards the abolition of the Slave 
Trade be taken by the Parliament of Great Britain, Commiſſioners 
ought to be appointed for aſcertaining the loſſes to ariſe therefrom. 5 


RES OLV E D, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That 
the charges which have been brought againſt the Planters of this 
Iſland, of improper and inhuman treatment of our Slaves, may be 
fully refuted and diſproved; firſt, by an appeal to our laws; and ſe- 
condly, by the evidence of reſpectable men who have reſided among 
us, and have been witneſſes to our manners. Whatever may be faid of 
our ancient Colonial Slave Laws, the acts which have been paſſed 
within the laſt ten years, are written in characters of juſtice, Dc; 
| B 2 7 2 and 
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and liberality, - Concerning the general treatment of our Slaves, we 
refer to the evidence already perſonally given to the Lords of the Coun» 


il, by the Right Honourable Lord Rodney, Sir Peter Parker, Admi- 


ral Barrington, Sir Joſhua Rowley, Admiral Hotham, Vice Admiral 
Edwards, and Sir George Young ;. and to the further evidence that 
may be produced from gentlemen of character in England, who have 


reſided many years in-this Iſland; and are intimately acquainted with 
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© RESOLYVED, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That in 


our conduct and manners. We conceive that the teſtimony of ſuch, 
_ perſons is unanſwerable and concluſive, and ſhall therefore only re 
mark, that it is notorious our Slaves in general are not only treated 


* 


with kindneſs and humanity, but that they are alſo protected by law 


from immoderate chaſtiſement or cruel treatment, and enjoy more eaſy, 


comfortable, and happy lives, than multitudes of the labourers in 
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confidence of the validity of Plantation ſecurity, and the ſupport and 
encouragement the Sugar Colonies and the African Trade have hitherto 
experienced from Government, the merchants in Great Britain have 
been induced to enter into very large advances, and engage in exten- 


ſive loans to the Weſt India Planters; and on the faith of an act of 


parliament, paſſed on purpoſe to make the receiving of ſix per cent. 


on colonial ſecurities lawful in Great Britain, great numbers of pri- 


vate perſons at home, as well as the ſubjects of foreign ſtates, have 
likewiſe embarked conſiderable ſums on mortgages, and have purchaſed 


annuities to a very large amount on Weſt India eſtates; Now, the Slave- 
Trade being the great ſource of every Weſt India improvement, its 
abolition. muſt inevitably diminiſh the value of all ſuch ſecurities, and 
drive the creditors to uſe every means in their power to extricate their 
property from ſuch a precarious ſituation, to the immediate diſtreſs of 


the Planters and their families, and the ultimate ruin of many of the 
mortgagees and annuitants themſelves. | 1 8 


XII. 


RESOLVE D, It is the opinion of the. Joint Committee, That 


the preſent value of property in this Iſland may be fairly and reaſon- 


ably eſtimated as follows; Viz. 250,000 Negroes at L. 50 ſterling per 


head, is . 12, oo, ooo: the patented lands, with their erections, and 
the perſonal property appertaining thereunto, at double the value of 


the Negroes (being the beſt general, rule of valuation) amount to 
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{,25,000,000: and the article of houſes in the towns, the coaſting 
and trading veſſels, &c. may be eſtimated at one million and a halt 
at the leaſt; it appearing by the report of the committee of the 
Lords of the Privy Council, that the houſes in Kingſton and Spaniſh 
* Town are alone worth . 1,428,521 ſterling. The total is, thirty-nine 
millions of pounds ſterling. The whole profits and produce of which 
capital, as alſo of the various branches of commerce to which it 
gives riſe, center in Great Britain, and add to the national wealth 
while the navigation, neceſſary to all its branches, eſtabliſhes a ſtrength 

which wealth can neither purchaſe nor balance. 
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The Examination of Joun Tavror, of the Pa- 
LE riſh of Kingſton, Eſquire; taken before the 

Joint Committee on the Slave-Trade, in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, this rſt Day of Decem- 
OT MAY 


n FP _— 


Queſtion 1ſt. PLEASE to inform the Joint Committee, whether a ſhip 

Ns named the Eliza, Captain Bullock, came conſigned to 
you from Africa? with what number of Slaves? and from what 
part of the Coatt ? TE TN 9 
Anſwer, The Eliza arrived to my addreſs from New Calabar, in 
the Bite of Benin: 28 3 Slaves were purchaſed, and put on board that 
veſſel on the Coaſt; 210 were brought to this Ifland in the veſſel, of 
which I fold 180. : 


Queſtion 2d, Can you aſſign the cauſes of ſuch mortality? 

Anſwer. I believe the ſmall-pox of a malignant kind was the cauſe 
of the great mortality. From the ſhip's journal it appears, that, ſoon 
after leaving the Coaſt, it was diſcovered ſome of the Slaves were in- 
fected with that diſorder, and it continued to rage amongſt them dur- 
ing the whole of the Middle Paſſage. On the arrival of the thip, I 
immediately ordered ſuch of the Slaves as did not appear to have caught 
the infection to be inoculated: 30 Slaves died afterwards; part of whom 
had the diſorder in the natural way, and part were of thoſe that had 
been inoculated. The whole loſs was 103 Slaves. . 


Dweſtion 3d. Was there a ſurgeon on board during the voyage? and 
did the Slaves want proviſions or other neceſſaries, particularly medi- 
emes:? ©: Ea Lo 2 
Anſwer, There was a ſurgeon on board during the voyage, and I. 
employed an aſſiſtant to him immediately on the ſhip's arrival. The 
Slaves had proviſions and water in great abundance, and 1 did not hear 
they were in want of neceſſaries of any kind. After the Slaves were 
diſpoſed of, more than a ſufficient quantity of proviſions for the voyage to 

„ England 
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therefore get better, 


l 


England were left on board the ſhip 3 ; and 1 ſold a quantity of both 
beef and bread 1 in in Kingſton, 


Queſtion 4th. Did the ſurgeon inoculate: any of the Slaves on bail; , 


before the ſhip's arrival? 


Anfiver. He did not. 
EE (Signed) 


JOHN TAYLOR. 


= 125 
The Examination of Al RX ANDRE LinDo, af; the 
Pariſh of Kingſton, Eſquire z taken, in the 


moſt. ſolemn Manner, before the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Slave-Trade, Iſt: Day of 


December 1789. 
Queſtion . P to inform the Joint Cortalttes, whether a 
ſhip named the King Pepple did not come conſigned to 
you from Bonny? . 


Anſwer. The ſhip DEB "Ops. came configned, to me from the 


| Bite of Benin. 


 Oreſtion 2d, Pleaſe to ay, whats a great mortality did not "TY 


pen amongſt the Slaves in that ſhip during her PR and to what 


cauſe was it owing ? 

Anſwer. The mortality was very great. I think the loſs in the 
Middle Paſſage was about 150, and 20 or thereabouts died after the 
ſhip's arrival, The cauſe of the mortality was an epidemic flux, prin- 
cipally occaſioned, as I have been informed, and believe, by the ſhip's 


taking on board on the Coaſt a large quantity of unripe yams, the 


time of her failing not being the yon ſeaſon, and the Captain could not 


(Signed) . . 
64 ALEXANDRE LINDO. 
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e if 


Day of December 7 


Nalin iſt. WW HAT ſhip do you command, of what tonnage, and 


how many Slaves are you allowed to carry by the 
late Regulating Act? 


Anſiber. I command the ſhip Brothers of Liverpool, of 325 Tons; 
and am allowed by the e Ac to Wr 459 Slaves, but took 


in ny 455+ 


Queſtion 24. What part of the Coaſt a you fail "IE laſt, and 


how long was you there in getting your cargo? 


Anſwer. I failed from Liverpool the 24th of June laſt, ad ar- 
rived at Bonny, in the Bite of Benin, on the ad of Auguſt; from thence 
J failed the 20th of September, and arrived at Kingſton on the 1oth of 


November laſt, after a fine paſſage of 50 days. 


Queſtion 3d. In what ſtate of health were the Slaves when you pur- 


chaſed them ? 


Anſwer. Apparently healthy, but ſome of them a little emaciated, 
which I imputed to their having been brought from a vaſt diſtance in- 


land, in the rainy ſeaſon. 


Queſtion ath. What was the mortality on board ? þ 
Anſwer. I loſt PO in the middle paſlage. 


Queſtion 5th, Had you ever ſuch mortality i in any former voyage, 
and how many voyages have you been as maſter ? 
Anſwer. Never in the ſame proportion have been ten voyages as 


maſter. 


1 Quseſtiun 


The Examination of Captain WILLIAM SHER WOOD - 
taken in the Joint Committee on the Slave- 
Trade, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, this iſt 
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5 Dveſtion 616. Can you aflign the cauſes of the i in your 
1 : preſent voyage! 
1 Anſwer. About eight or ten days after we left Bonny, the meaſels 
0 broke out, and carried off from fifty- five to ſixty of the Slaves ; z one 
[ died of , and the reſt of fevers. | | 
i 4 
it "Ovefion 7th. How many Slaves did you loſe between the days of 
bt arrival and fale ? 5 
* Anſiwer. I loſt five—they had had the meaſles before my arrival, 
. and died of fluxes in conſequence thereof; though I had them landed 
5 immediately on their arrival, and all poſible e care taken of them. 
5 ' Queſtion *8th. Are you of 3 that the meaſels and flux were 
1 the lole cauſes of this great mortality ? 
| if Anſwer, I am firmly of opinion, if the contagious Lifeiper had 
1 not happened, that I ſhould have brought the Slaves with as little loſs 
WW. as is ſuſtained by ſhips in general coming from that part of Africa. 
| i Queſtion oth. Had you any Surgeons on board? 
wh Anſwer. I had two on board. 
| 


Queſtion 10th, How many of the ſeamen died ? 
Anſwer, I had e and none of them died. 


1 Queſtion 11th, What ties of 3 had you on board when 
1 " you ſziled from Liverpool, and of what quality, and what proviſions 
1 did you purchaſe on the Coaſt ? 

Ho Anſwer, I had, as nearly as I can recollect, Wurden tons of biſcuit, 


4 forty tons and thirty barrels of beef, ſix barrels of pork, four tons of 
N El. - - - ſhelled beans, and three tons of flour, when I left Liverpool, all of good 

1 agauality. I purchaſed while on the Coaſt, from ſixteen to ſeventeen 
WL thouſand good ſound yams, each weighing upon an average about ſeven 
. = pounds, from eight to ten thouſand plaintains, and about five or {ix 


| thouſand heads of Indian corn. On my arrival I had left about ſeven 
1 tons of buſcuit, three thouſand eight hundred yams, and about a ton 
a and a half of beans, eleven tierces and ſeven barrels of beef, a ton and 
0 a half of flour, and twelve butts of water of a hundred and THY 


gallons each, 


Queſtion 
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19 J 
Pyeftion 12th, Were the Seamen and Slaves continued at the uſual 


Full allowance of proviſions and water during the whole voyage ? 
Anſwer. They were. eee Moray 


Queſtion 13th, Is not the conſtruction and the conveniencies on board — | 
x Slave Ship of more conſequence to the health of the Negroes than _ : 
I _ confining the number of Slaves to a certain tonnage ? 
. Anſwer, I think the conſtruction more material than the tonnage ; 
in a long narrow ſhip the air circulates more freely :—a ſhort quarter 
deck, no top gallant forecaſtle, no gangway, and a very low waiſt, 
are circumſtances of greater advantage than a mere extcntion of 
tonnage. e | . 
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Queſtion 14th. Do you remember any inſtance of the ſmall-pox 
taking place on board any veſſel under your command, during any paſ- 
ſage from the Coaſt of Africa? 5 | 

Anſwer. I went out in 1777, in the Joſhua, a brig belonging to 
Liverpool, for 120 Slaves, and took in 184 at the Iſle de Los, on the 

Windward Coaſt : when I had got about 100 on board, I perceived 
one with the ſmall pox, which I immediately put on ſhore, hoping 
to ſtop the infection, but about a fortnight after on my going to ſea, 

I found it had broke out again. 


AQueſtion 15th, Did you cauſe the Slaves to be inoculated at ſea, and 
b how long after the firſt appearance of the diforder ? „5 

i Anſwer. I cauſed them to be inoculated immediately on its ap- 
z pearance, and all of them except two took the infection. 


Queſtion 16th, What ſucceſs attended ſuch inoculation ? 
Anſwer. 1 loſt ſeven only out of the 184. 


Queſtion 17th. Is the loſs of Seamen on board a Slave Ship greater 
in proportion than that of Landſmen ; and would not the ſeaſoning of 
Landſmen in the Weſt Indies be as fatal to them as on the Coaſt of 

Attica! | 

Anſaber. The greateſt loſs is of Landſmen—in ſome parts of the 

Weſt Indies I think the loſs of men equal to any loſs I ever ſuſ- 
tained on the Coaſt of Africa, Eg 
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That the Houſe do agree to the Report. 
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| HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
: Jovis, 10 die Decembris, 1789. 
> M R. MURRAY reported as follows: 
Mr. SpEAKER, 

Your Committed appointed to meet a Committee of the Coun- 
eil in a Free Conference on the ſubject of the Slave-Trade, to conſider 
what further meaſures may be moſt expedient to be taken in conſe- 

_ quence of the reſolutions of the Joint Committee of the Council and 
Aſſembly, already agreed to ; have accordingly met, and have agreed 
to the following Reſolutions and Remonſtrance to both Houſes of 
FARE: - i." , 5 { Dn 
_ It. TraT it is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That the twelve 
reſolutions already voted by the Council and Aſſembly of this Iſland, on 
the ſubject of the Slave-Trade, ought to be added to, and engrafted on, 
a ſhort, temperate, yet ſpirited Remonſtrance to the two Houſes of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, declaratory of the rights of the Weſt In- 
dia Colonies, proteſting againſt any innovation in thoſe rights, and 
_ claiming that protection to which they are entitled by the moſt ſacred 
engagements on the part of the Parent Country. 
2d. THAT it is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That a Remonſ- 
trance in the following form and words (and which. they conceive it 
their duty to recommend to the reſpective branches of the legiſlature of 
this Iſland) be forthwith forwarded, together with the twelve Reſolu- 
tions it refers to, to the Speakers of the Houſes of Lords and Com- 
mons reſpectively, to be laid, with all due reſpect, before both. Houles: 
of Parliament. | EIT. 
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To the Honourable the Houſe of Commotis of Great 
Britain 


1 a REMONSTRANCE of His Ma- 

| | jeſty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the- 

=—_ Council and Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
5 on Behalf of themſelves, and all Per- 

ſons intereſted 1 in the Trade or Cul- 

tivation of the Weſt India Iſlands. 
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JF: 18 ich ſurprize, WE only by our affliction, we learn that cer- 

tain innovations are projected in Parliament, which not only threa- 

ten injury to all property throughout the Britiſh Weſt Indies, byt, in 
the caſe of many individuals, ſtrike altogether at its exiſtence. 
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Twelve propoſitions appear to have been offered to the Houſe of 

Commons in their laſt ſeſſion, which were avowed by His Majeſty's con- 
fidential Miniſter as introductory to an entire abolition of the African 
Slave-Trade. The reſolutions hereunto annexed, which we have 
thought it neceſſary to adopt at this important conjuncture, may de- 
monſtrate to the Parliament of Great Britain, that the ſaid propoſitions 
are founded on imperfect information and prejudice, or on alledged 
grievances, which (if admitted) are remediable Without ſo violent, ſo 

impolitic a ſacrifice. 
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The Britiſh nation is pledged for ſecurity to her Colonies, Fa . 
explicit and ſacred public acts, repeatedly held forth to invite ſettlers to 
theſe iſlands; in proof whereof we refer to the charters granted by King 
Charles IId. in 1662 and 1674, in conſequence of an addreſs from 
Parliament for . eſtabliſhing a Royal African Company, and alſo to 
ſtatutes of the gth and 1oth of King William, and to the preamble of 
an att paſſed in the 2 3d year of his late majeſty IP ks IId. for 
extending and improving the trade to Africa. 


On the faith of ſuck ſolemn engagements on the 155 of Great Bei. 
tain, her ones embarked their fortunes, and adventured, with perſe- 
2 vering 


L 23 J. 


vering induſtry, on ſpeculative and perilous purſuits; where the weight 
of every miſcarriage has fallen on themſelves, while their general 
ſucceſſes have poured wealth into the lap of the Mother Country. 


An abolition of the Slave-Trade of Great Britain cannot but prove 
fatal to her colonial intereſts : and this blow is meditated when, after 
having ſtruggled for ſeveral ſucceſſive years with moſt calamitous vi- 


ſitations of Providence, a dawn of hope juſt opens upon us, offulfilling 
all our*pecuniary engagements with Great Britain, and gathering the 


fruits of our toil. 
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fellow-citizens within any part of the Britiſh dominions; they are in- 


terwoven with the fundamental conſtitutions of the empire, and which 


conſtitutions do not give omnipotence to a Britiſh parliament. The 


authority of a Britiſh Parliament is not competent to deſtroy, nor par- 


tially to mutilate private properties. We apprehend, ſuch a violation 
of the property of any ſubject of the Britiſh realm (not under legal 


forfeiture) without our * content, or without full compenſation, would 


be an unconſtitutional aſſumption of power, ſubverſive of all public 


faith and confidence as applied to the Coloniſts; and muſt ultimately 


tend to alienate their affections from the Parent State. 


THEREFORE, the Britiſh Colonies of the Welt Indies now claim that 


protection which the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain have vo- 


luntarily guaranteed, and to which they remain entitled by their loy- 
alty and allegiance. 8 


RESOLVE D, That the Houſe do agree to the Report. 


(True Copy). _ EO. FRENCH, 
= Clerk to the Aſſembly. 
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